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sort of revolution a man of Canning's temperament
and training could have but little sympathy.
Canning saw that while there were excesses on the
one side there were excesses also on the other ; and
the memory of the French Revolution, led as a
crusade by Napoleon against the monarchical
systems of Europe, was a living memory in the
minds of all men. Canning knew how every word
he spoke as Foreign Secretary of England on a
momentous occasion 'when peace and war were in
the balance would be quoted and weighed by the
advocates of the despots and by the advocates of the
revolution. He had in his mind, first of all, the
interests of England and the interests of peace ; and
he was determined not to say a word which would
give to either side the hope of a support that it was
not in his power to make good. He was always a
cautious statesman ; and his early impulses were not
in any case such as would have led him into strong
sympathy with the popular side of any great question.
He became a supporter of Catholic Emancipation ;
but he was not a supporter of Popular Reform. He
was cautious, even on the subject of West Indian
Slavery ; and he did not see his way to go any
farther than the recommendation of such measures as
might tend to mitigate the evils of such a system.
He was, indeed, guided on all political subjects and
on most social questions by his intellect and by his
reason rather than by his sympathies and his emotion.
He was, in fact, just the man to direct the destinies
of England at a time of such terrible risk; and if he
was not exactly an enthusiast, it has to be said that